
Bodhisattva
!e eight close sons of the 
Buddha. Essentially, Buddhas 
manifesting as Bodhisattvas to 
benefit beings as long as there 
is need. 

Quality/Power Emblem Goddess of
In Nyingma, 8 male & female 
Bodhisattvas are the 8 principal 
mandala deities, in essence 8 
manifestations of Guru Rin-
poche. Female Bodhisattvas are 
the 8 offering goddesses, the 
pure state of sense objects.

Quality/Power
!e 8 offering goddesses 
bring auspiciousness and 
goodness, and reverse any 
decline or degeneration of 
well-being.

Emblem
!e 8 auspicious 
symbols

Guardians
As stated in the Guhyasama-
jatantra

Manjushri
OM A RA PA CA NA DHIH

Wisdom
Dispelling the darkness of 
ignorance

sword Perfume 
(Skt. Gandhā; Tib. Drichabma) 
consort of Mañjushri

Wisdom victory 
banner

Mahabrahma
Brahma

Avalokiteshvara
OM MANE PADME HUM

Compassion
Relieving the suffering of 
all beings

white lotus Dance 
(Skt. Nirtī; Tib. Garma) consort 
of Avalokiteshvara

Universal Love knot of 
eternity

Shambhu
Shiva

Vajrapani Power
Protecting the teachings

vajra Song 
(Skt. Gītā; Tib. Luma) consort of 
Vajrapani

Complete and  
Perfect Teachings

wheel Narayana
Vishnu

Maitreya Love
Unbiased love for all 
beings

naga wood Incense 
(Skt. Dhupā; Tib. Dukpöma) 
consort of Maitreya

Spiritual Power parasol Sahasraksha
Indra

Kshitigarbha Richness
Arises as merit in the form 
of wealth, abundance, 
fertility, especially for those 
in hell realms

jewel Beauty 
(Skt. Lāsyā; Tib. Gekpama) 
consort of Kshitigarbha

Relief of Suffering two golden 
fish

Dhritirashtra
1 of 4 great kings, an 8th bhumi 
Bodhisattvas, dwells on a side of 
Mt Meru

Akashagarbha Purification
Arises as blessings that 
perfect the ability to purify 
transgressions

moon Garlands 
(Skt. Mālyā; Tib. Trengwama) 
consort of Akashagarbha

Fame, Freedom from 
Illness

conch shell Virudaka
1 of 4 great kings, an 8th bhumi 
Bodhisattvas, dwells on a side of 
Mt Meru

Sarvanivaranavish-
kambhin

Purification
Arises as qualities that 
purify wrong-doing and 
obscurations

utpala
(blue lotus)

Flowers 
(Skt. Pūshpā; Tib. Metokma) 
consort of Sarvanivaranavish-
kambhin

Natural Purity lotus Virupaksha
1 of 4 great kings, an 8th bhumi 
Bodhisattvas, dwells on a side of 
Mt Meru

Samantabhadra Offerings & 
Aspirations
Manifestation of aspira-
tions

sun Light 
(Skt. Alokā; Tib. Marmema 
or Nangselma) consort of 
Samantabhadra

Filfillment of Spiritu-
al Wishes

treasure 
vase

Vaishravana
1 of 4 great kings, an 8th bhumi 
Bodhisattvas, dwells on a side of 
Mt Meru


